The Reading Enhancement Scheme (RES)

The Reading Enhancement Scheme (RES) is part of the requirements of the Outstanding Reader Award, a school programme to promote self-motivation and self-monitoring in character development.  Please refer to Reading to Learn Webpage for further details.

The RES is a reading-to-learn scheme.  It aims to promote cross-curriculum reading.  The feedback on reading should demonstrate different thinking skills e.g. literary appreciation, creative writing, comparison, analysis, integration, application & review of a topic.  It also expects applicants to exhibit an incentive to explore a selected area of interest through reading and writing about what they have read.  To attain the RES award, applicants must exhibit reading effort and an ability to relate, reflect and review what they have read versatile topics and types of material.

RES Requirements

	Award
	Reading Effort
	Quality Writing

	Bronze
	30 pieces
	3 pieces

	Silver
	40 pieces
	5 pieces

	Gold
	50 pieces
	7 pieces


What is Reading Effort?

1 The number of signatures students obtained from reading assignments or projects makes Reading Effort score.

2 Coursework is acceptable but reviews of newspaper clippings should focus on points of view rather than a summary of ideas.

3 It is expected that students should read widely enough across the curriculum on a minimum of 5 different subjects with 3 signatures.

4 Signatures may be collected from subject teachers or parents.

5 A maximum of 5 signatures will be given per teacher per month.  Therefore, please plan your reading tasks in advance. DO NOT cram all reading tasks before the deadline of Outstanding Reader Award in May.

What is Quality Writing?

1 An original commentary on what you have read over the year.  The writing should demonstrate higher order thinking e.g. comment on what you have read, identify the limitation of the books, news articles or texts from the internet.

2 The different standards expected of at each level are as follows:

· Bronze – personal reflections with examples from texts

· Silver- works with analytical sense, works of local, historical or global concern

· Gold – works with critical sense, of  historical and global concern

3 The standard of the writing is worthy of publication in the school newsletter or other newspapers and magazines.
4 It can be a selected topic or any cultural, scientific, social or inter-personal issue of your interest. 

5 Written reflections on books and monthly/ quarterly periodicals on a specific area of interest are acceptable. 
6 Clear and exhaustive viewpoints expressed on news articles or editorials are welcome.

7 Length of quality publication: 200-300 words.  Half of your quality publications should be completed in English.

8 Provide a complete source of your work at the end of the writing.  

How can I start drafting Quality Writing?

1 Look for a topic of interest for reading in September and start reading about it.

2 Make use of the reading journal to take notes or write a summary after you have finished reading it.

3 Reflect on what you have read and choose a preferred type of writing to express your views, e.g. a poem, an essay or a letter to the editor. 

4 Start drafting your piece of creative or expository writing.

5 If it is an exposition, introduce your topic and explain why you are interested in it.

6 Give brief details and support with evidence what you have learnt from the reading.

7 Compare and contrast differences between the books or periodicals read.

8 Comment on one aspect of the book/ periodicals you disagree/ dislike. Quote relevant parts of the book or article as you give comments.

9 Quote at least 2 references you have read about the topic or the issue.

10 Add a proper bibliography at the end of your creative or expository piece of work.
How can I apply for the RES award?
1 Download the RES application form from school homepage and complete all details of the form.  Collect signatures for Reading Effort before the deadline: the same due date as Outstanding Reader Award. 

2 Submit the RES application form with Quality Writing required in a plastic file for the approval of Award Team.

3 Drop your file in the collection box at the office.

                                                                                                           


Study the instructions in the Reading to Learn Webpage carefully.  Drop this application in the RES box at school library on/ before the same due date as Outstanding Reader Award. Separate RES application from Outstanding Reader Award application.  Attach your quality writings. You may download this form from the S. C. Gawers Award website or school homepage.

Name (full name):_________________________ (
   ) 

class: _____________

Signature of Homeroom teacher: ______________      No. of signatures collected: _____

RES Level attempted: Gold/ Silver/Bronze (delete where inappropriate)

Last RES Level (if applicable)_______________ Level (Year _______)

Applicant of Outstanding Reader Award: YES/  NO (delete where in appropriate)

Intended Level of Outstanding Reader Award__________________Level
	Subject areas
	Signatures

	Art & crafts
	

	Biology
	

	Chemistry
	

	Chinese History/ Culture
	

	Computer Studies/ Applications
	

	Home Economics / 

Design & Technology
	

	Economics/  Liberal Studies
	

	Geography /  Business Studies / Accounting
	

	History  / Integrated Humanities
	

	Integrated Science
	

	Languages e.g. English, Putonghua and others
	




	Subject areas
	Signatures

	Liberal studies OR

Integrated Humanities
	

	Literature in Chinese/ English
	

	Mathematicss & Statistics
	

	Music
	

	Home Economics / Design Technology
	

	Performing Arts / PBL
	

	Physical Education
	

	Physics
	

	Others 

	

	Quality Writing(s)

Note:

1. Specify the title(s) & source(s)

2. Attach your quality writings as you submit this application

3. Add bibliography to your work

4. Check that your teacher(s) has signed on your quality writing and marked "Quality Writing" on it.

5. Indicate if you have received RES and the level obtained.

6. Indicate if you are an applicant of this year’s Outstanding Reader Award and the level intended.


	My quality writings include the following:

1. _______________________________________
2. _______________________________________
3. _______________________________________
4. _______________________________________
5. _______________________________________
6. _______________________________________
7. _______________________________________



